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ir many Favours, 


'D 


by their moſt Affectionate 
and moſt Obliged Servant, 


of the 


| 


Is, with the moſt grateful Senſe 


LEONARD F ofter- Lane, 
And publih' at their Requeſt, 


Much eſteemed FRIENDS 
apr ting Lair fthew, 


St. 
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2 Cor. 3 xiil. 1 P | 


Finally, Brethren \ farewell: Be Per- 
| fet, be of good Comfort, be of one 
1 Mind, live in Peace, and the God 
- Rue and Peace ll be with : 


_ 


Cannot addreſs you in 
Words more agreeable 
to the Occaſion on which 

Inow appear before you, 

than theſe choſen by St. 

Paul, to cloſe his Ap- 

9 plications to a People 
over i hs was jealous with a god- 2 Cor. i it, 
V Fealouſy, and to whom he wrote more 2. 
than to any other Church of his Conver- 
Non. The Dutics to which he exhorts 

them, are the Sum of what he had taught, 
perſuaded, and injoin'd through his two 
Epiſtles ; and will ever. deſerve the moſt 
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attentive Regard of 2 A diſtin 
Conſideration : 5 


I. Of the Duties here recommended. 


II. Of the Motive from which he per- 
ſuades their Obſervance, will 


lead us to a proper Application of 


this Scripture. 


He firſt exhorts them to be Perfect: 


Which ſome underſtand in a general 
Senle, extended to all Parts of our re- 


ligious and moral Conduct, and as equi- 


valent to that Command of our Lord. 
Be ye Perfect, as your Father which | 
is in Heaven i zs Perfect. — But, tho the 
Apoſtle may uſefully be underſtood in 
this large Senſe, yet a more reſtrain'd ang 
ſpecial Kind of Perfection ariſing from | 
the Re-union of what was broken and 
divided, ſeems more agreeable to his 
Drift in this Epiſtle, and to the common 
Uſe of the Word here choſen. Tis evi- 
dent, that a principal Occaſion of his 
Writing was the Contentions, Emula- 
tions, and Diviſions which prevailed a- 
mong the Corinthians. His frequent Re- 
proof of theſe Imperfections, and his Ex- 
bortations to Union and Charity, which | 
make a Part of moſt Every Chapter, = 
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31 
ſhew plainly that this Point was never 


out of his View: Nothing therefore cou'd 
be more proper or natural in this final 


Addreſs, than to exhort them to recol- 
lect what he had taught on this impor- 


tant Head, and apply it by a firm Re- 


union with each other. And to this 


Senſe the ordinary Uſe of the Word ra- 


ly uſed in other Scripture, to ſignify * 


mending what was torn, re- uniting what 
Was ſeparated and disjoin d. 5 
The Perfection then to which the N 
Apoſtle here exhorts the Corinthians, 1 
apprehend to be an integral Perfection, 
reſulting from that Incorporation by 
Which, as he elſewhere teaches, they as 1 Cor. xii. 
many Members compoſed one Body: A, 20. 


Body fitly join d together, and compatted I 


E by that which every Joint ſupplieth ; 
which, according to the eſfectual orb. 


ing of every Part, maketh the 1, ncreaſe 


of the whole, unto the edifying it ſelf in 
: Love. A Compliance with the Duties 
B VVV 


2 
— 


„Matt. iv, 21. Klagges Te Me. Mending 
their Nets. Galat. vi. 1. Kaſafſ igel: F ＋ wn. Reffore- 
: Reunite, ſuch an ones 1 
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'Tis not the ſame by 
which the Evangeliſt expreſſes that Com- 
mand of our Lord, Be ye Perfect, me 
tore but xzmeliCeSs, a Word common- 
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144 
of this ſocial Relation in the orderly 
Exerciſe of their ſeveral Gifts, and a due 
Submiſſion to his Authority, he had be- 


fore largely inſiſted on, as a Condition 
of Union with Chriſt, and the proper 


Remedy for that Strife, Variance, and 
Irregularity which appear d among them: 


And now, taking leave of them, he re- 


calls their Attention to that important 


Subject, and perſuades that Union which 


is the Bond of Peace, and of all Perfe- 


tion, and on which their Joy, Comfort 
and Proficiency in the Goſpel depended. 


As the proper and neceſſary Means to 
preſerve and perfect this Union, he ex- 


horts them to be of one Mind; or as he 
had before more fully expreſsd it, Be 


1 Cor. i. ye perfectly join d together in the ſame 


| 10. 


Mind, and in the ſame udgment. 


That Union, ſocial Union and Church- 


fellowſhip, is a Duty of ſtrict Obligation 5 
on Chriſtians; is not, I think, in the ge- 
neral Propoſition, denied by any. That 


Hereſies, Schiſms and Diviſions, may not- 
withſtanding this general Acknowledg- 
ment prevail, the paſt and preſent Expe- 


rience of the Church, affords us too much 

Proof. If we trace this Evil to its Source, 

we ſhall find it wholly owing to the 

Want of that Unanimity here preſcrib'd. ; 
If Men were of one Mind and . 
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E 
ment, they cou'd have no Pretence to 
ſeparate from each other; but till we can 
prevail for the Acknowledgment and Ob- 
- fervance of this Duty, all Schemes and 
Projects of Union will be impracticable. 
I ſhall therefore confine my preſent 
Thoughts to this Branch of the Apoſtle's 
Exhortation, and endeavour to apply a 
Remedy to the Root of the Evil, by ex- 
plaining and aſſerting this Duty of Una- 
nimity. And, _ 


Firſt, The Apoſtle cannot be ima- 
gin'd-1o ignorant of human Nature, as 
to ſuppoſe it poſſible for the Members . 
any Church exactly to agree in judgment 
concerning all Points of Doctrine, or 
Rules of Polity. It could not therefore 
be his Meaning, to enjoin as a neceſſary 
Duty, what the Nature of the Thing, 
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and common Experience, declare to be : 
impracticable. The general Queſtion then £ 4Y 
| is, How far does this Command of Unity 2 
in Mind and Judgment oblige + And the a ; 
Þ general Reſolution to it is, $9 far asRom. xi xil, ii 
Þþ *'zzs poſſible, and it lies in us; and pre- "2 
3 wiſely ſo far as the Nature of that ſo- g 


cial Union which he preſcribes, requires. 
Now every Society, as ſuch, ſuppoſes an 
Agreement of Men in ſome common 
1 a to the Obſervance of which every 
= Member, 


; 
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[6] 


Member, according to his Station, 4 
obliged, as a Condition of Union wit 
that Society. Every Chriſtian Church, 


* ſuch, is a Combination of Men a- 


greeing to profeſs the Chriſtian Faith, 
and ſtipulating with each other to live 
according to the Rules of the Goſpel. 
Theſe are the diſtinctive Terms of Union 


by which a Chriſtian Church, as ſuch, is 
_ differenced from other Societies. The 
Meaſure of Agreement in theſe Terms 
muſt be ſuch as the Nature of Socicty in 
general requires; becauſe otherwiſe, the 
Members of a Church will not be united 
on theſe Terms as a Society. Now 
tis evident, that the Terms of Union 
in an outward Society, muſt be the Per- 
| formance of the ſame outward and viſi- 
ble Actions, as preſcribd by the Rules of 
the Society; and conſequently the Faith 
and Duties of the Goſpel being ſuppoſed 
the primary Rule of every Chriſtian 
Church, the Terms of Union between 
the Members of it, muſt be a Stipulation 


to profeſs the ſame Faith, and perform 


the ſame outward Adtions.- as enjoin'd 
and directed by the Rules of that Society, 
For if we ſuppoſe any Number of Men 
profeſſing different and oppoſite Creeds, 
and acting in Contradiction to each 
: other, however they may all pretend the 


Laws 
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[4.3 
Laws and Doctrines of the Goſpel to be 
their Rule, it will be impoſlible to con- 


ceive them united as a Society in the Ob- 


ſervance of it. It is therefore neceſſary 
that the Laws and Doctrines of the Go- 


ſpel, ſo far as by the Rules of any So- 
ciety they are made the Terms of Union 


between the Members of it, ſhould be 
receiv d in the ſame Senſe; (i. e.) as re- 
quiring the ſame Faith to be profeſs'd, 
and the ſame Actions to be perform'd ; 

and conſequently that the Members 


ſhould be thus far of the ſame Mind and 


Fudgment, ſpeaking and doing the ſame 
To how many Dodrines of the Goſpel © 


: any Church ſhould, by expreſs Stipula- 
tion, require the Conſent of its Mem- 
bers, as Terms of Union with it, tis 
not perhaps poſlible by any common 
Rule exactly to determin: In ſome, the 


Agreement of Men may be preſum'd ; 


in others, it may be neceſſary to inſiſt 
on explicit Declarations. And again, the 


Reaſon of the Thing directs, that an ex- 


preſs Stipulation ſhould be requir'd from 


ſome Stations and Offices, in many more 


Points than tis either neceſſary or expe- 
dient to inſiſt on, as general Terms of 
Communion. 


[8] 


The Morality of the Goſpel preſcribing 


only thoſe Virtues which natural Reaſon 
has at all times approved and recom- 
mended, it may well be preſum'd, that 
Men are agreed, and of one Mind as to 


theſe Precepts and therefore a general 


Engagement to renounce the World, the 
Fleſh, and the Devil, and continue Chriſt's 
faithful Servants, has appear'd a ſufh- 
"cient Bond of Church-Union, with re- 
ſpect to theſe Duties. But many Do- 
ctrines of Faith taught in the Goſpel, 
being ſuch as could only be known by 
Revelation, ſuch as natural Reaſon could 
not have diſcover d, and when propoſed, 
cannot comprehend, or ſolve all the Dif- 
ficulties that will occur to it in a curious 
Examination of them; it was caſy to 
foreſee, and in Experience ſoon found, 
that Men who gave a Looſe to their En- 
quiries, would be led to different and 
cContradictory Apprehenſions about them: 
and from a Fondneſs to their own Con- 
ceits and Hypotheſes, or the Ambition 
of appearing to ſee farther than others, 
would raite Diſputes, which could not, 
as in Queſtions of Morality, be recon- 
- cil'd by an Appcal ro natural Reaſon ; 
that hereby Parties would be form'd, the 
run. iv. One Faith ſubverted, and the Peace and 
e 8 of the Church deſtroy” d. It was 
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[9 ] 


therefore neceſſary to inſiſt on more ex- 


plicit Stipulations on this Head than the 


former. And in theſe Proviſions, the 
different Circumſtances of Churches, the 
different Enemies, Corruptions and Diſ⸗ 


putes they may be obliged to guard 


againſt, may require ſome Varicty. 


But as no Man can be a Chriſtian with. 


out believing ſome Articles of Chriſtian _ 
Faith, ſo no Society of Men can be a Chri- 
ſtian Church, unleſs they agree in the Pro- 
feſſion of ſome Articles of that Faith. 
What by univerſal Conſent in the firſt 
and pureſt Ages of the Church was agreed 
on as a common Standard of Catholick 
Faith, is doubtleſs a Rule, from which 
no Church ought lightly to depart. And 
in the preſent State of all Churches, when 
almoſt all Perſons are admitted in Infan- 
cy, there can be no reaſon to require any 
other Profeſſion of Faith as a general 
Condition of Communion. But the Rea- 


ſons are obvious, which render a farther 


Caution neceſſary with regard to the pub- 
lick Offices and Miniſtry of the Church. 
For if they who are to guide and inſtruct 
others have every one a Doctrine, every 
gne an Interpretation, how ſhall the Flock 26 
be preſerved in Unity ? Error or Hereſy 
in a private Perſon, when eee 
oppoſed by the __ Teachers, cannot 
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extend its Influence very far; but when it 
is taught to whole Aſſemblies by thoſe 
Lips which are ſuppoſed to preſerve 
Knowledge, and from whence Men are 
2 Tim, ii, directed to ſeek the Law, their Words eat 
17. lie a Canter, and the Contagion ſpreads. 
with the Swiftneſs of a Peſtilence. It is 
therefore of the greateſt Importance to 
the Peace and Purity of any Church, that 
in all Points either fundamental to the 
Chriſtian Syſtem of Faith, or on which 
the different Sentiments of Men have 
formed ſtated Schiſms and Diſſenſions, 
the publick Teachers ſhould be under 
ſome common Reſtraint, be obliged to 


Phil. iii, walk by the ſame Rule, and ſpeak the ſame | 
16. E 


10. to any Church to be obliged to multiply 


Tings. Tis certainly an Unhappineſs 


Proviſions of this kind ; and ſome obvi- 
ous Inconveniences will attend it. But as 
one Church may be expoſed to Dangers | 
and Enemies, from which another is un- 
der no Apprehenſion, it may be neceflary |: 
for one Church to demand an cxprets | 
Acknowledgment of ſome Verities or 

Doctrines of the Goſpel, which another 


may not have the ſame Reaſons to re- 
quire. And how many or how few, be- 


' yond Articles ſimply neceſſary, or catho- 
lickly eſtabliſhed, any Church ſhould in- 
ft on, muſt, in the Nature of the Thing, 
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be left to the Reſult of publick Delibera- | 


tions (i. e.) to the Governors and Autho- 


rity of the Society, upon whatever Scheme 
of Polity we ſuppoſe ſuch Church to be 
_ —_—.. 

But beſides theſe Proviſions for Unity 
in Faith and Doctrine, in a Chriſtian 
Church it is neceſſary that the publick 
Ordinances and Adminiſtrations of Re— 
ligion ſhould be under ſuch Rules as may 
provide for thoſe great Ends Decency, 


Order, and the Edification of the Mem- 


bers. The Nature of the Thing and the 


Command of an Apoſtle require that 1 Cor xi. 
theſe Ends ſhould be provided for, and 25, 40. 


tis evident that no Proviſion can be 
made for them in a Society, but by ſome 
Rules directing and obliging public 
Practice. Now in Rules of this kind the 
Matter is in its Nature only of prudential 
Conſideration, concerning which Men e- 
ver did, and ever will, differ in Judgment, 
ſome approving one Obſervance, ſome 


another as moſt Orderly, moſt Decent, and 
moſt Edifying. How then ſhall the Apo- 
 fſtle's Command to be of one Mind be com- 


_ d with in theſe Things? Surely there 
is but one Way poſſible ; which is, that 
every private Member ſubmit his own 
Opinion to the publick Judgment and 
Nee of the Society, and then ob- 
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Philip. ii. ſerve what is thus agreed on without mur 
muring or diſputing. 


Upon the whole; as every Sac is 
one Body, ſo the Union and Coherence 


ofthe Members depends on their acknow- 


ledging the ſame Authority and the ſame 


Laws, the Soul and Life of that Body, 
under whoſe common Direction they act 
as One, as having one Will and one Un- 


derſtanding, perfecth joined together in 
the ſame Min and fudgment ; which 


can only be effected by cach ſubmitting 


his private Sentiments to the Laws, the 


publick Judgment or. the Society. . 
But is it then the ſtrict Duty of cvery 


Chriſtian intirely, and in all Things, to 
give up his own Perſuaſions to the public 
Peterminations of the Church he belongs 

to? No, certainly: but ſo far only as tis 

Folſible, and it lies in him. Jo every ſingle 

Chriſtian the Laws of Chriſt are of prior |. 

and greater Obligation, than any ſocial | 

Laws of outward Union: For the fun- 
damental Principle upon which Chri- 

ſtians are united in theſe Societies, is, 

that they may jointly obſerve the Laws 
of Chriſt. This is the primary Condi- 
tion and Stipulation of their Union, and 
all the Obedince they owe to the Rules, 
and all the Submiſſion they promiſe to 
the Authority of ſuch Society, is under 


the 


0 
F 9 : 


[ 13 ] 
the Reſerve of this Condition, That it 


conſiſts with Obedience to Chriſt, If 
therefore the Laws of the Church pre- 


ſcribe to any Member in his Station, tuch 
Obſervances as are forbidden by the Laws 


of Chriſt, It 7s not poſſible, it lies not in 
him to comply with them: He is un- 


der a ſuperior Engagement, and muſt 
obey God rather than Man. In this Caſe, 
the Precept for Unanimity ceaſes to 
oblige ; he cannot be of one Mind with 
thoſe who contradi& Chriſt. 


But then in Caſes doubtful, where he 
is not, and cannot be determin'd by his 
own Convictions one way or other, whe- 
ther the Action requir'd from him be 
lawful or not, his proper Recourſe for 


Satisfaction is to his appointed Guides, 
the Superiors of the Church; and 'tis 
certainly his Duty to be determin'd by 
their Judgment. And in Queſtions purely 
of Expediency or Inczpediency, relating 


to the outward Order and Regimen of 


the Church, the Nature of all Society 


requires, that the Judgment of every pri- 


vate Member ſhould be concluded by 


publick Reſolutions. This is the only 


Way poſlible for Men to be of one Mind 

in Queſtions of this kind; and therefore 
this the Apoſtle muſt be underſtood to 
command. And if, as he adviſes, we 
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[14] 
live in Peace, or be ſtudious of Peace 3 
if we have that Charity which is not 


1 Cor. Puff'd up, vaunteth not it doth not 


iii. 4, 5. behave it ſelf unſeemly z we ſhall find no 
Difficulty in complying with this Duty. 


Philip, ii. If we do nothing through Strife and Vain- 


3. glory, but in Lowlineſs of Mind each 
4 emſelues, we 
Heb. xiii. ſhall chearfully ſubmit our ſelves to thoſe 
17 ch rule over us, preſerving the Unity 


eſteem others better than t 


A " of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace. 
Ihe Motives from which the Apoſtle 
recommends to us this Unanimity, and 
the Perfection ariſing from it, are ſum'd 
up in this comprehenſive Promiſe, That 


the God of Love and Peace ſhall be with 


us: Which we arc, 


nal to conſider. 


The Expreſſion here, and frequently 


uſed in Scripture, of God's being with 
ug, imports a diſtinguiſh'd Meaſure of 
his Favour, Direction and Bleſſing. When 
he is deſcrib'd in the Promiſe under any 


particular Character, it implies, that his 
Favour will particularly appear to us, 


| ſuch Bleſſings as have a ſpecial Relation 
to that Character. So when the Apoſtle 


here ſtiles him the God of Peace, his 
Meaning is, that if our own Endeayours 


are not wanting, if we ſeek Peace, and 
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3 
enſue it in the Methods he has advis'd, 
God, who is the Author of Peace, and 
Lover of Concord, will both render 
theſe Endcavours ſucceſsful in the Pro- 
motion of it, and immediately reward 
us with the good Fruits and Effects of 
Peace. In both theſe Views, the Promile 
may be conſider'd, as offering Motives 
of great Encouragement to the Duty re- 
commended. 
Without the Concurrence of God, our 
endeavours after Peace would be fruitleſs = 
and unſucceſsful: For tis his Grace alone, = 
his Love ſhed abroad in our Hearts, that 
enables us to correct the Ferment of our 
own Paſſions, and diſpoſes us to that 
Meekneſs and Humility, that Patience 
and Forbearance which make for Peace. 
But the Neceſſity of the divine Concur- 
rence to this Work yet farther appears, 
if we conſider, that how well ſoever we 
may perform our Part, yet Peace and 
Union cannot follow, unleſs others alſo bl 
have the like Diſpoſitions. Now 'tis | 
| Godalone who makes Men to be of one 
Mind. "Tis he only who can govern the 
unruly Wills and Affections of Men, can 
ſoſten their Averſions, and pacify their 
Reſentments, and make even our Ene- Prov. 16, 
mies to be at Peace with us, Tis theres 7. 
. a great BOCOUragrmene to us to be 
ſtudious 
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ſtudious of Peace; to be aſſured, that if 


we are ſo, the God of Peace will be with 
Us; will remove all Obſtructions, and, 
by his Co-opcration and Aſliſtance, ena- 
ble us to perfect the good Work. 


More encouraging yet is this Promiſe, 


when we conſider it as aſſuring to us the 


happy Fruits and Effects of Peace. If we 
comply with the Duties here recommen- 
ded, God will immediately reward our 


Obedience with the Bleſſings of Peace: 
Bleſſings ſo many and ſo obvious, that 
it may. ſcem as unneceſſary to ſuggeſt 


any of them, as tis impoſlible to re- 
count them all. But when the Duty to 
which they are promiſed, is under a ma- 
nifeſt Neglect; when diſputing every 


Thing, and agreeing in Nothing, are con- 


5 tended for as the Fundamental Priviledges, bk 
the inherent Right of every private Chri- 


ſtian, we may be permitted, to remind 
you of the many Bleſſings and Advan- 


tages you muſt forfeit, and the great Exils 
that muſt attend You, purſuing ſo fatal To 


miſtake, 
Tis by this Unity of Mind and Tude: - 


anent, as 1 have before explain'd and 5 


ſerted the Duty, that we are render'd ca- 


pable of a ſocial Incorporation, that great 
comprehenſive Bleſſing by which we are 


cemented e in Love, defended a- 


Sang 5 
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gainſt the Enemy, and edify'd in Grace 
and Truth. While we thus walk toge- 
ther in the Houſe of God as Friends, par- 
taking of the ſame Ordinances, all guided 
by the - ſameR ule, minding the ſame Things, 
we appear as Servants of the ſame Ma— 


ſter, Children of the ſame Father which 
is in Heaven. With what Chearfulnels 
and Vigour do we run the Race that is 


et before us, comforting, exhorting, and 
aſſiſting each other? Our only Strife will 


be a holy Emulation to excel in Virtue, 


and go before one another in the Works 
of Regeneration; while our united Prayers 


| aſcend with a double Force to the Throne 
of Grace, and derive the Bleſſings of Hea- 
ven upon us. Happy are the People that 
are in ſuch a Caſe, protected from with- 
out, and adorn'd with the Beauty of Ho- 


lineſs within ; the Delight of God, and 


the Praiſe of Men! 


On the contrary, where Strife and ſan 1nd. wi, 


| Diviſ/ on is, there is Confuſion and every '* 


evil Work. Diverſity of Judgment, as 


I obſeryd, there ever will be among 


Men ; but ſo long as they a& under the 
ſame publick Rule, no great Evil can 


follow from it. It is alſo: acknowledg'd, 


that in one Caſe, when the publick Rulc 


either does, or in our Convictions <4 
7 R 5 * a Law of God, 


D. 3 = 


Is 
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our Duty to act according to ſuch Con- 
victions: Zut if this Liberty be extended 


beyond :tacie Bounds, if every private 


Man niay take upon him to oppoſe his 


own Wiſdom to the Concluſions of Au- 
thority, and comply with nothing but 


What exactly agrees with his own Judg- 
ment, the firſt Principle of ſocial Union 
among Men is ſubverted, and they are 


left in the ſame State they were in, be- 


fore any Society was form'd among them. 
Conſider any Number of Men divided 
from cach other in Doctrine, Worſhip, 
and Rules of Life, and all claiming a 
Liberty to act according to their diffe- 
rent Perſuaſions, and try whether you 
can combine them in the Idea of Chri- 


ſtian Church. A Multitude no better 


connected than this, are but a Heap of 
Sand, which every Blaſt of Air, every 
Eph. iv. Wind of Doctrine, will diſſipate and 
diſperſe; and can never appear to us in 


E b. ji. the A of a Building filly Framed for. 


"ts. 


gelb er. 
There never was, nor ever can be, a 


Cann ſo framed, as to be per- 
fectly free from Objection. No Rules 
can ever be deviſed, but what ſome or 

other will diſlike, and think they might 
de alter d for the better. Now every 
Man has as much à Right to act accord: 
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ing to his own Judgment as another; 


and conſequently, upon this Scheme, no 


Rule will have any Obligation, or lay 


the leaſt Reſtraint upon the Members, 


but every one will be left to Teach what 


he pleaſes, and Do what he pleaſcs : But 
in the mean time, is not the Church, the 
Society, manifeſtly diſſolved, and loſt in 
Anarchy? This is the natural Tendency 
of this Principle ; and whenever it is 
_ preſſed home. utter Confuſion mult be the 
Reſult of it: and the Apoſtle might very 


well add, that it will be attended with 


every evil Wark. 


The Paſſion to which it applies, and 


by which alone it ſucceeds, is ſpiritual | 
Pride, an over-weaning Conceit of our 
own Sufficiency, that we are wiſer than 
the Aged, and have more Underſtanding 
than our Teachers: And the immediate 
Effects of it are, Contempt of our Su- 
periors, Hatred and Diſaffection towards 
one another, Calumny and Detraction, 
Partiality and Hypocriſy. The Encou- 
ragement of Favour and Eſteem no longer 
attend Virtue and Holineſs, but are con- 
fined to the Diſtinctions of contending 


Factions: and the Powers of Diſcipline 


will be under the ſame Miſapplications, 
and made the Inſtrument of Party-Re- 
ſentments. If, indecd, the Principle con. 


tended 
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tended for be true; if our private Judg- 


ments are in nothing to be concluded 
by the Judgment of publick Authority, 
and we are not ſubject to any Rules, 
but what we our ſelves are pleas'd to ap- 
prove, all publick Diſcipline is impracti- 
cable : for, in conſequence of this Prin- 
ciple, the Offender need only profeſs that 


he acts according to his own Judgment 
and Convictions, and Authority has no 
more to do with him. *Tis to no pur- 
' pole to tell us, that Diſcipline may be 
cxctted againſt Immoralities ; for what 
Right has the Church to judge for me 


in Queſtions of Morality, more than in 
Queſtions of Doctrine or Expediency ? 


The plain Reſult of this Scheme is, That 
cvery one muſt be left to do what is 
right in his own Eyes, unconfin'd by any 
Rules but what he thinks fit to ſet to 
himſelf, and without any Reſtraint from 
Authority. And what a Deluge of Un- 
godlineſs, and every evil Work, muſt pre- 
vail, when the Ignorance and Paſſions of 
Mien are thus let looſe, need only be 
lugeciied, . 
TFrom what has been offer'd in the 
foregoing Reflections, I preſume it may 
appear, that the Unzty of Mind and Fudge. 
ment ſo often and ſo earneſtly recom- 
mended. by tac K oll, is no other 


way 
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way practicable, than by a Submiſſion 


of private Judgment to publick Reſolu- 
tions; and conſequently, when he en— 


joins ſuch Unity, he muſt be underſtood 
to enjoin ſuch Submiſſion; and if one 
be a Duty, the other muſt be ſo too. 
The Reſerves under which this Duty 
obliges, have been conſider'd and al- 
low'd; but unleſs within theſe Limits, 
the Duty be acknowledg'd and comply'd 
with, all Union of Men as a Chriſtian 
Church is impracticable. To a Com- 
pliance with this Duty, we are encourage d 
by a Proſpect of all thoſe Advantages 


which naturally ariſc from ſocial Union, 


and to which the Bleſſing of the God of 
Love and Peace, and his tpecial Pretence 
with us, will aſſuredly render it effectual. 
The Evils which attend a Departure from 
this Unity, are in their Nature and Ten- 
dency the moſt formidable; and the Li- 
bertine Principles which hawks. been al- 
ledg'd in Defence of it, are ſuch as open 
a Door to all Licentiouſneſs; are ſubver- 
five of all Rule, Order, or Diſeipline; 


and, if purſued to their Conſequences, 


are inconſiſtent with all Ecclcſiaftical A. 
_ greement in Faith, Worthip, or even 
8 Morality it (elf. 


Tis with great 88 1 FO Dil to 
You, how v particularly our own Circum- 
|  Lances 7 
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[ 22 1 
ſtances call upon us to attend to the Apo- 
ſtol ical Exhortation before us: with what 
Aſſiduity the Seeds of Diviſion have been 
ſown and cultivated among us, both by 
the Enemies of Chriſtianity in general, 
and of our own Church in particular. 
The Civil Eſtabliſhment indeed of our 
Church, and the Incorporation of its 
Laws and Intereſts with thoſe of the 
State, have, in ſome meaſure, reſtrain'd 
the evil Effects of theſe Principles, and 
prevented that final Diſtraction they tend 

to introduce. Of this Obſtruction to 

the Succeſs of theſe Principles, they who 

have advanced them are well aware; and 

therefore while ſome have been labour- = 
ing to diſſolve all Bonds of Eccleſiaſtical 


Union, others have taught us, that no 


Prince or State ought to favour one 
Profeſſion of Religion more than ano- 
ther, but are obliged to give equal En- 

couragement to all. Bleſſed be God, the 
fundamental Laws of our Conſtitution, 
the Juſtice of our Government, the 
Promiſes, and, I will preſume to ſay, 

the Intereſts of the Throne aſſure to us 
the Continuance of this Protection; and 


I truſt, our Returns of Fidelity and Obe- | 


dience will always deſerve it 25 But we 


arc to remember, that this is, in its Na- 


ture, only an accidental Advantage to 
5 * 


L 233 
a Chriſtian Church, and may be with- 
drawn from it; and if God, in Puniſh- 
ment of our Sins, ſhould permit it to be 
ſo, the ſad Effects of this wild Scheme 
of Liberty would ſoon appear among 
all who ſhould entertain it. The Ex- 


periment was try'd to the utmoſt in 


the Days of our Fathers, when all the 
various Contenders for it were left to 
their full Swing: And what was the Re- 
ſult? Such a Scene of Diſcord and Con- 
fuſion, Atheiſm, Hypocriſy, and religi- 
ous Diſtraction, as is not to be paralleld 
in any Age or Nation of the World : 
(for the God of Peace was departed from 
them, and had ſent evil Angels among 
them) till at length they who had been 
the fuſt Authors of the Miſchief, grew 
ſick and weary with being toſs'd to and 
fro in the Storm which themſelves had 
rais d; and were glad to return to thoſe 
Who had perſever'd in the true Princi- 
ples of Chriſtian Unity, and aſſiſt them 
in repairing what their own Madneſs and 
Folly had before pull'd down. We have 
reaſon indeed to hope, that theſe Doc- 
trines of Confuſion cannot fo caſily ſuc- 


Ceed in their Effects, as they did in the 


preceding Age: But ſtill they have the 
ſame Tendency, and will cver require 
our Care and Vigilance to guard againſt 

| + 3 
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them. And when they are openly taught 
and contended for, under the inſinuating 
Pretence of aſſerting publick Liberties, 
we cannot too earneſtly remind you of 
their Conſequences; and perſuade you 
to adhere with Stedfaſtneſs to that well 
remper'd Frame of Polity, thoſe juſt 
Meaſures of Authority in the Superiors, 
and Submiſſion in the Inferiors, upon 
which this Proteſtant Church is built. 

A Conſtitution happily ballane'd between 

Tyranny and Anarchy, in which all the 

Liberty is allow'd that can conſiſt with 

Order and Government; and yet that 
Authority reſcrv'd which is neceſſary to 

it; the former will effectually preſerve 

us from the Bondage of Popery, and 

the latter from the Diſtradtions of En- 
thuſiaſm. 55 


BRETHREN, the favourable Acceptance 
my Labours have found among you, and 
that excellent Spirit of Love and Bene- 
volence I have obſerved in you, and 

Which has flowed in ſo eminent a Mea- 
ſure towards all who in any Station 
have miniſtred to you in the Goſpel, 

demand my utmoſt Returns of Grati- 
tude and Eſteem. The Relation in which 

I have ſerved you will ceaſe, but the 
Affection ariſing. from it will ever re- i 


main, 


[ 25 ] 
main. And my unfeign'd Concern for 
your Welfare I cannot better expreſs, 
than by perſuading you to continue firm 
in that Unanimity, I have now preach'd 
and recommended to you; a Duty on 
which depend the Honour and Stability 
of your Church, and your Improvement 
in every Grace of Religion. Something 
perhaps it may quicken your Regard to 
what you have heard, to conſider it as 
the Advice of a parting Friend; but re- 
member, that the Duty to which you 
| have been exhorted, is the Command of 
an Apoſtle of Chriſt; and that he only 
perſuades you to be, what his bleſſed 
| Maſter ſo ardently prayed that you, and 
all who ſhould believe in him, mi ight be 
that ye may be made perfect in One. John xvii. 
In the powerful Name of this our 
| Redeemer it is that the Apoſtle be- 85 
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ſeeches his Corinthians, that they would 1 Cor. i. 4 
ſpeak the ſame things, have no Divi- © Mi 
ſions among them, but be perfectly joined I 

get her in the ſame Mind, and the ſame 1 


Jhagment. 
{ In the ſame moſt holy Name, and in 
1 the Words of this choſen Veſſel of his 
Miniſtry, let me alſo with all Humility 
intreat you---- 1f there be any Conſola- Philip ii. 


ton in Chriſt, if any Comfort of Love, 
id a Bowels and Mercies, Be ye lie. 
'Þ- ws minded, 3 


. 
minded, having the ſame Love, being 6 
Colol. iii. ne Accord, of one Mind. And let the 

Peace of God rule in your Hearts, to 
1 Theſſal. Which you are called in one Body. And 
5. 23. the very God of Peace dwell with you, 

and ſunctiſ you wholly ; and I pray God 

hour whole Spirit and Soul and Body may 
bs preſerved blameleſs, unto the coming 

of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Amen, 
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BOOKS printed for WIL I. and 
Joun INN xs at the Veſt- end 
of ö St. Paul's Church- Yard. 


Juſt publiſh'd, 
Emarks upon a late Book, entituled, 


"mM The Fable of the Bees, or private 
View, publick Benefits. In a Letter to 


the Author. To which is added, a Poſt- 


ſcript, containing an Obſervation or two 
upon Mr. Bayle. By W. Law, M. A. 


An Anfwer to ſome late Papers, enti- : 
tuled, The Independent Whigg ; fo far 


as they relate to the Church of Enland, 


as by Law eſtabliſh'd; in which her Do- 
ctrines, Creeds, Liturgy, and Eſtabliſh- 
ment, her Clergy, with their Rights, Di- 


vine and Human, are modeſtly defended; 
and their Author's new Notions prov'd 
to be, not only abſurd and ridiculous, 


but alſo directly oppolite to thoſe very 

Texts of God's Word, on which he pre- 

tends to found them. By Francis Squire, 
A. M. Rector of Exford, and Vicar of 


Cutcombe and Luxborow, Somerlet. 


"oy Addreſs to Parents: Shewing them 
the Obligations they are under, to take 
Care of the Chriſtian Education of their 


: Children, and laying veſore. them the 
Chi 
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